TeleSat selects Hot Bird for Belgian DTH platform
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The new capacity will be used to broadcast the five Belgian French-language channels, RTBF La Une and La Deux, RTL-TVi, Club RTL and Plug TV. The new distribution contract follows the news that the Belgian French language broadcaster RTBF is switching the distribution of its free-to-air international RTBFSat channel from Astra at 19 degrees East to the Eutelsat Hot Bird position (see here our earlier report).
The service is scheduled to launch in December. Direct-to-home satellite reception will be available throughout Belgium with MPEG 4 decoders (MPEG 2 compatible) using Nagravision’s Mediaguard 3 encryption system.
The contract also covers provision of contribution links, multiplexing and uplinking of the five TéléSat channels from Eutelsat’s Rambouillet teleport in France.
Airfield currently has two DTH platforms, Canal Digitaal Satelliet for The Netherlands and TV Vlaanderen for Dutch speaking Belgium, using the dual Astra positions of 19 and 23.5 degrees East. For TéléSat the plan is to offer dual-LNBs in order to combine the offer on Hot Bird with that of Astra at 19 degrees East, which carries the bulk of the French language channels as part of the Canal Satellite Numeric bouquet.
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The Belgian DTH platform TéléSat has given details of next month’s launch following the earlier announcement of its distribution contract with Eutelsat (See Broadband TV News). The operator plans a ’soft launch’ in the last weeks of the year, mainly to people who have already expressed interest in the product.
Early in 2009, TéléSat will launch a full marketing effort to sell the new service, which is aimed at French speaking Belgians.
The platform will distribute the main Belgian French language channels from public broadcaster RTBF and commercial broadcaster RTL from the Eutelsat Hot Bird neighbourhood, but will sell monoblock duo-LNBs to enable simultaneous reception of Astra at 19 degrees East.
TeleSat will broadcast its own bouquet in MPEG-4/DVB-S2. The operator has contracted Philips/Pace to supply the receivers.
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This will give viewers access to a large number of French language channels including the public channels from France Television, as well as thematic channels from CanalSat. At the same time, viewers can take advantage of the large number of FTA channels available on the two satellite positions.
TéléSat has developed all-in-one packs containing a satellite receiver, a dish with LNB and the MediaGuard smart card.
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